NAYANA

SIRSI - SATDARSANA

In February 1931, Devendra Subrahmanya Viswamitra invited
Nayana to Sirsi to grace a get together of his learned friends.
Among the participants, mention must be made of a reputed
lawyer devotee called Pundarikaraya, who had travelled
widely and had the pleasure of conversing with the Pope, the
head of Roman Catholic world. He was deeply religions, and
loathed exhibitionism. His son Sundara Pandit (S.P. Pandit)
also a Iwayer, was a schoolmate of Viswamitra in Kumata
and was one of those who had heard the message of Nayana
years ago. He was endowwed with good traits and was of a
friendly nature. He had a younger brother "M^dhava
(M.P.Pandit) a boy of pleasing character.

Pundarikaraya had a fine building (Ananda Ashram)
constructed in a garden on the outskirts of Sirsi where he
wanted to spend his old age in prayer and peace. But as his
health did not permit it, he decided to stay in his house itself.
If Ganapati Muni agreed to stay in Ananda Ashram, it would
become a real abode of Ananda (bliss), thought
Pundarikaraya. Viswamitra also supported this idea and with
the consent of Seetarama Bhadti, they succeeded in prevail-
ing upon Nayana to move to Ananda Ashram. Many were ini-
tiated into Mantra Japa and Ramana's message was clearly
explained by Ganapati Muni to the visitors. Some sought to
strengthen or recharge their capacity to pray and meditate in
the graceful presence of Ganapati Muni. As usual, his abode
became a temple of a living God.
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Most of the time was devoted to tapas. The experi-
ences of the inmates of Ananda Ashram were thrilling the
grace of tapas manifesting actvily. The subtle body which
evolved since the seperation of his skull bones (Kapaala
Bhedana Siddhi) had been moving about without his percep-
tion and some times gracing certain devotees with its power.
Ramachandra Bhatt, a disciple who had no knowledge of
Sanskrit was frequently visiting-Ananda Ashram. Though